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Boy 


Joel, Orin, Paul and Sid Doty have been transferred - 
from Springfield, Mo., to Ashland, Ky. The men, who Kenneth Champney, James Lawson, James Pierce, 
had been on a work strike for three months, resumed Don Nagler and "| eee Metzger have been transferred 
work after arriving at Ashland. The Dotys report that from the Federal Prison Camp at Mill Point, W. Va., to 
their initial impression is that conditions at Ashland are te Federal Correctional Institution et Ashland. Kv. 
“all together different from Springfield. These five C.O.’s had been active at Mill Point in urging 
the prison camp administration to allow white inmat 
to voluntarily move into a dormitory for colored inmates 
Other C.O.’s not involved in this activity were not trans 
ferred. 

Racial segregation exists at Mill Point, and some other 
Federal P isons, in the housis ig and dining. The housin; 

Orin, Paul and Sid stopped working at Springfield at Mill Point is all army style barracks. Negroes and 
June 5. They refused to work any longer, because they whites have separate dormitories. The men eat at tables 
did not wish to continue in the maintenance of their own in the dining hall by dorn itor) groups, thus segre ating 
imprisonment. They were confined in solitary, the “hole”, the dining facilities. The C.0.’s had made some impr 
for one week. They were then transferred to se¢ gres gation, ment in this system by following directly behind th 
where they stayed until transferred to Ashland. far re- Negroes and filling out the last table for Neg sroes, Ft sult- 
fused to work June 14 and spent 11 days in the hole ing in one interracial table. 
before being transferred to segregation. The Negro population was less than that of the white. 
so the Negro dormitory had many empty bunks, making 
it a more satisfactory place to live. The C.O.’s were at- 
tempting to arrange ak the prison camp administration 


for allow ing whites to volu itarily move wey the Ne; ro 


Orin writes, “The C.O.’s at Springfield are trying to 
‘do some good” by attempting to better the conditions 
there, but I don’t think they will have much success 
because it is hard to get much cooperation in an insane 
asylum.” 


The hole is a barren cell without furniture. although 
the men are given a mattress and blankets. It has Orien- 
tal plumbing (hole in the floor for toilet facilities) 
flushed from the outside by a guard. It has a window. 
Men in the hole wear white pajamas and sox. The Dotys 
had regular prison diet while in solitary. They were al- 
lowed a Bible but nothing else. 


dorm. In order to make a smooth and successful transi 
tion in policy, the men hoped to obtain the consent of a 
large proportion of the ov inmate population and the 
consent of all, or nearly all, of the Negro inmate popul 
The segregation cells have a toilet, wash basin, chair Hon. ; ; : 
and table, but the men were not given beds for 30 days, : The rs superintendent ap eege da meeting of men 
also after 30 days of segregation they were allowed a interested = apt into th Neg grod — Three - four 
short exercise period daily on an enclosed porch. They of the interested C.0.'s, five Negron ‘ an , ae To — r 
were not allowed contact with one another except when inmates turned up for this mecting. This group d cided 
they had visitors. They were allowed the regular prison to take no a on changing dorms but to work on the 
privileges as regards visits, correspondence, library dining room first. 
books, diet, smoking and usual prison possessions. Tension Follows Meeting 
During World War II non-cooperative C.O.’s in Rumors spread around the camp durin; 
prison were allowed yard a rcise. In Danbury and that men would be forced to move into th 
Sandstone they were assigned to a section of a cell block A large group of men who had recently be 
and associated together rithin that section and were not to Mill Point. and didn’t like the transfer 
locked into their individual cells. The Bureau of Prisons tension. After the meeting. feeling was high 
called this policy “administrative segregation.” The sion lasted all evening w ith some I 
treatment of the Dotys at Springfield was considerable bitter. After many of the 
retrogression from this policy. 
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The second prosecution cases of Roy Knight and 
Donald Mott ended in victory for the defense when they 
were dismissed August 3. Judge Henry N. Graven dis- 
missed the cases in United States District Court for the 
Northern District of Iowa at Sioux City. Addison Parker 
of Des Moines was the defense attorney. Dismissal fol- 
lowed classification of Knight as III-A and Mott as V-A 
by the Iowa State Appeal Board. 

Knight and Mott served 18-month sentences for re- 
fusal to register. Upon release they continued to refuse 
to cooperate with selective service, and in October, 1950, 
they were rearrested. Charged with refusal to report for 
physical examination, refusal to fill out the classification 
questionnaire and refusal to report for induction they 
faced possible prison terms of 15 years. 

After consultation with the defense attorney, the 
United States Attorney agreed to fill out the selective 
service questionnaires for the men. Knight and Mott 
furnished no information, but the U.S. Attorney obtained 
some information from relatives of the men. The com- 
pleted questionnaires were sent to the local board. The 
board refused to reconsider the classifications, and an 
appeal was taken by the defense: attorney to the state 
appe al board which grante d the deferred cla issifications. 
The court agreed to ‘drop the case, since the men were 
“no longer eligible for military duty when correctly classi- 
fied. 

No legal points about second prosecutions were 
established by the dismissal. However, it was illustrated 
that administrative procedures are available to eliminate 
second prosecutions where public officials involved are 
willing to cooperate. 

Several other similar prosecutions are still pending 
in the Southern District of Iowa. The defense and gov- 
ernment arguments have been filed in the Amos Brokaw 
and Stephen Simon cases in Indiana, and the judge’s 
decision will be announced in the near future. 
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C.0."S MOVED OUT OF MILL PT. 
(Continued from page 1) 


was still raving about what he’d do to those C.O.’s if 
they were around. Duane Metzger got out of bed to talk 
to the man. The inmate looked at this as a dare and 
promptly knocked Duane out. An officer came in and 
took the C.O.’s to another part of the camp to sleep. 

The following day, Superintendent Thieman  ex- 
plained to the entire inmate population that there would 
be no forced changes dormitory assignments and ne 
voluntary changes without the consent of everyone. He 
also said that there would be no punishment for the beat- 
ing of Duane. 

Tension continued high and was further heightened 
again by a Negro and white eating together. One even- 
ing Kenneth C he at ney and Don N: igler were thrown out 
of their dormitory when it was thought they had just 
returned from a visil to the Negro dormit ry. As a re- 
sult of the continued tension, the C.O.’s were transferred. 
Three inmates of the opposing faction were transferred 
to Petersburg. 


NEWS NOTES 
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Parole prospects for C.O.’s in prison have improved 
considerably since the last issue of NEWS NOTES. At- 
that time, four parole denials were reported, including 
the applications of Paul and David Seaver. After recon- 
sideration of the Seaver applications, parole was granted 
for September 15. The boys were eligible for parole 
August 27. 

Dwight Platt, non-registrant serving a year and a day 
sentence at Springfield, has also been notified that his 
application for parole has been granted. He will be re- 
leased the latter part of November. 


Dector Draft Pos 


Since the enactment of the doctors’ draft amendment 
to selective service September 9, 1950, the Defense De- 
partment has been continuously threatening to use selec- 
tive service to obtain doctors for the armed forces. No 
doctors have yet been drafted. The use of this law for 
a club, plus a stated policy of $100 per month more pay 
for volunteer doctors and dentists than draftees, has pro- 
vided sufficient “volunteers” to date. 


tpor ned Again 


In accordance with this policy the Defense Depart- 
ment released to the press in June quotas of doctors to 
be drafted in August and September. It has now been 
announced that this call for men has been “postponed 
temporarily.” : 

If the doctors’ draft goes into operation those called 
first will be men who received their medical education at 
government expense in one of the Army or Navy training 
programs or those who were deferred during the war ‘to 
attend medical school and subsequently served less than 
90 days on active duty in the armed forces or the Public 
Health Service. Doctors and others specified to be in 
“allied specialist categories” are subject to possible in- 
duction until their 51st birthday. 


Fugitt Wins Acquiital 


John M. Fugitt, California C.O., was acquitted 
August 21, after trial on a charge of refusal to submit to 
induction. A jury trial was held in U.S. District Court 
in Los Angeles with Judge James Carter presiding. At 
the conclusion of the government’s presentation of evi- 
dence, defense counsel moved for a judgment of acquittal. 
Judge Carter granted the motion on the grounds that 
“The Local Board did not reclassify the defendent after 
his personal appearance before them as prescribed by the 
regulations.” 

The Judge’s decision was based on Paragraphs 
1624.2 (d) and 1624.3 of the Selective Service Regula- 
tions and the Circuit Court opinion in U.S. vs. Stiles 
(169 F. 2d 455). This particular point of law is now well 
established. and every C.O. defense should use it when- 
ever it applies. : 

Fugitt was represented by the law firm of Randles 
and Randles of Los Angeles. 
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ifists Pioneer in Cesta Riea 


1951 


Paci 
(Special to News Notes by Marjorie Longstreth Oelrich) 


Costa Rica, the second smallest of the Latin American 
countries, has become the Homeland for a group of 
Quakers who emigrated from the tS. In November, 
1950, the first of the group arrived, after intensive inves- 
tigation of emigration possibilities by Hubert Mendenhall 
and others of the Fairhope, Ala. Quakers. Since Novem- 
ber, the group has grown to over 40 people, ranging in 
ages from year-old infants to one man now past eighty, 
Elwood Mendenhall. 

Most of the emigrants traveled by plane from New 
Orleans, La. A few drove by truck and jeep, requiring 
three months because of road and weather conditions. 
One young man hitch-hiked and rode buses, spending 
one month and less than $60 from New Orleans to San 
Jose. 

In May, Monteverde; the name given to the large tract 
of land in northwestern Costa Rica, was purchased. Ne- 
gotiations proceeded and surveying of the mountainous 
area was completed. Soon the group moved from in and 
near San Jose, going by truck and jeep as far as possible. 
With the rainy season commencing, the last thirteen miles 
of the trip became impassable by jeep with loaded trailer, 
so Costa Rican oxcarts were utilized to haul equipment 
up the mountain. 

The group emigrated to Costa Rica for various rea- 
sons; but their one common belief is in pacifism as a 
way of life. Therefore, they have chosen to dissociate 
themselves from the war economy of the U.S. and to be, 
instead, in a country which has not actively participated 
in a war for nearly a century. Indeed, Costa Rica has 
no military budget, and boasts more school teachers than 
soldiers. 

Others have come to the new country to be separated 
from the highly mechanized, superficial, social structure 
of the twentieth-century atomic USA. They feel the need 
to be more self-suficient as individuals, and to know how 
to create more of the basic necessities of life. Those with 
young children want to provide an education for them 
in an atmosphere conducive to freedom of thought and 
expression, and where they will not be inevitable cannon 
fodder for war. . 

Ex-prisoners among the Quakers include Marvin, Es- 
ton, Leonard, and Howard, Jr.. Rockwell (the latter two 
are brothers) and Wilford Guindon, all of whom have 
served terms in the U.S. for refusing to kill or promote 
a system of murder. Several were in CPS camps during 
‘World War II. Some are classified I1V-E, I-A-O, or left 
the States without registering. 

People in Costa Rica, as well as in the U.S., are very 
friendly as they follow the group’s activities. The lawyer 
engaged by the group has done more than that strictly 
required of his profession, for he has become a friend 
and advisor to the group. Costa Rican government offic- 
ials have been helpful: they encourage immigration of 
agriculturists. They have facili! 1 
through the New Orleans consulate, and the 
Agriculture has given advice and seeds 


ig visas 
stry of 
to the group. 
The group is not communal, for each family is respon- 
sible for itself. A minimum of projects, such as the saw 








AIN'T THAT TOO BAD DEPARTMENT 


“The Narragansett plantations took a less 
prominent part in the expeditions and wars of 
the seventeenth century than did the neighbor- 
ing colonies: but that in the beginning is to be 
attributed to the fact that they were excluded 
from the New England confederacy and were 
forced by their situation to cultivate friendship 
with the Indians.” Page 78, Backgrounds of 
Selective Service, Vol. I, Part 1, issued by the 
Selective Service System. 




















mill and sugar mill are cooperatively controlled. At 
present, no farming has been initiated, for land is only 
now in the process of being divided among the group. 
Modern farming methods wi'l be used as equipment be- 
comes available. Already livestock and poultry have been 
purchased from surrounding neighbors. 

With the beginning of the dry season in November, 
house building will go forward. To date, familics are 
living in tents or abandoned squatter’s houses. 

One of the larger buildings is currently designated 
as the Meetinghouse, where Mecting for Worship is held 
First-day and Fourth-day mornings. Town Hall meeting 
is held each Wednesday night, with each member having 
an equal voice in business affairs. The chairmanship is 
rotated, with a new person serving each month. Com- 
munity activities are held here, the most recent being the 
wedding of Lawrence Osborn, of Iowa, and Betty Jo 
Starbuck, of Ohio, in August. School is held in the Meet- 
inghouse, with Mary Mendenhall, who taught in Fair- 
hope, in charge of the elementary grades: Secondary 
education will be received in Quaker or other progressive 
schools in the States. 

One small room adjoining the Meetinghouse is the 
pluperia, or general store, operated by Cecil Rockwell. 

The nearest supply station is Puntarenas, some 50 
miles or five hours by jeep. Mail comes from Puntarenas 
or Guacimal, only thirteen miles distant, but it is not 
delivered regularly. The nearest medical and hospital 
service are in Puntarenas. Marvin Rockwell, who receiv- 
ed training in the army medical corps during the war, is 
in charge of first-aid among the group. 

Inquiries from people throughout the U.S. are con- 
stantly arriving, desiring further information on how to 
join the group. There is no formal membership, but 
people are advised to be sure they know what is involved 
before making the move to the new land. Interested 
people can address Arthur Rockwell or Hubert Menden- 
hall, Monteverde de Buacimal, Provincia de Puntarenas, 
Costa Rica. - 

The future value of this small group lies in each one’s 
living the kind of peaceful life he feels to be right, which 
is the example of historic Quakerdom. If it remans of 
pacifist make-up and supports non-violeut action, it cai 
become a haven for those throughout the world who ar 
persecuted because of their humanitaria 
convictions. 
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Four NEWS NOTES 
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I Prosecutions Conscientious individuals ran into difficulties in new 
Sentenced since last teaue areas recently. Charles and Cornelius De LaMotte, mem- 
= - > > ) » > Ss >7 7 —~ >} » 
8-4-51 James Dawson, 2 years, (New York, N.Y.) bers of the Plymouth Brethre n, lost their jobs with the 
Judge Edward J. oe New York Central Railroad in Toledo, -Ohio, because 
S452 Charis Lasnerd & sears (New Vosk they would not join the union. The men believe, in ac- 
arles Leonard, 2 years, (New ; 
BEY.) fades Edased & Disc A xe cordance with Corinthians 6:14, that they should not be 
+ . a, oD 4 a . . 
8-16-51 Bernard J.. Primbsch, 18 months (San “yoked together with unbelievers.’ They have worked 
Francisco, Cal.) Judge Michael J lien for the raiieced for more than twenty years, but the 
ay 2 ca J eo ivil =" Jo. ti er; a = A “is J : 1 E io 5 
8-30-51 Charles F. Hoeh. 3 years, (San Francisco, company has recently signed a union Shop’ agreement. 
Cal.) Judge Oliver Carter The Plymouth Brethren are also conscientious objec- 
Acquittal : tors to joining the army, and one member is free on bail 
8-21-51 John M. Fugit (Los Angeles, Cal.) Judge in Connecticut at the present time pending trial on a 
Ricins Cutter charge of refusal to report for induction. 
Case Pismioned ' Mrs. Caroline Hoelgin of Arlington, Virginia, is in~ 
8-3-51 Donald Mott, (Sioux City, Iowa) Judge difficulty ee her religious ser igiapines capes doing 
i Oe wa . war work. Because she refused a position on these 
&-3-51 Roy Knight, (Sioux City, Iowa) Judge grounds with the Army Special Weapons Division the 
eS ae : State of Virginia refused to pay her unemployment com- 
Reoested since test thane pensation. Her case is now being appealed. The Workers 
California—-Gerald Mocks. Ted Tuschulte Defense League is assisting in the case. 
Connecticut-——Anthony Mallia 
. + ry a ATT? bm) 
Indiana—-Edward White CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 
Louisiana—Roosevelt W ard, Jr. IN PRISON 
Maryland—Charles Lee Washington, Edward Beals 1940-1945 
‘ : oan k 
Pennsylvania William Swartz 


Tennessee—Jerre Logue Benderman _Ccco has obtained a limited supply of 
West Virginia~--Howard Everngam this valuable 68-page pamphlet issued by the 

: fe now defunct Pacifist Research Bureau. It con- 
tuins an excellent report on the mistreatment 
of Murphy and Taylor and the resultant Spring- 
field investigations. There is an interesting 
section on “Prison Life as Viewed by C.O.'s” 
and other good material. Only one to a cus- 
tomer. 25c postpaid. 


ORDER FROM CCCO 








Released from Prison 
On bond, appeals pending 
Loy Imboden, Ohio 
Jim George, California 
On Parole 
9-15-51 Paul and David Seaver from Danbury 
Good Time Release 
9-1-51 Vail Palmer from Danbury 
Men Currently Imprisoned = ihe Sines = aes cer 
Ashland, Ky.—-Rebert Somers, Carl Kime, Aaron Petersburg, Va.—-Larry Atkins 
Yoder, Donald Nagler, Duane Metzger, Springfield, Mo.—-Robert Michener, Robert Beach, 
Kenneth Champney, James Pierce, James Dwight Platt, Earl Glauert 
Lawson, Joel, Orin, Paul, and Sid Doty Tuscon, Ariz.—Robert Richter, Robert Cannon. Ger- 
Danbury, Conn.—James Bolton, Richard Cameron, ald Counts. Alfred Dana, Richard Crain. 
; Stephen Shaw James Farmer, Don Noble, James Maloney, 
Mill Point, W. Va.-Max Pardue, David Wireman, Donald Wright 
. Franklin Curia Institutions net verified—Robert Tyrell, James Daw- 
McNeil Island, Wash.--Donald Fisk. Donald Koch, son, Charles Leonard, Bernard Primbsch, 
James MacDonald, Robert Starkweather Charles Hoch 
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